Black Tulip Readers’ Guide

· Do you find Miles and Henrietta’s transition from friendship to love convincing?

· Miles’ estrangement from his parents is mentioned in passing several times over the course of the novel.  How do you think that Miles’ family situation has shaped his character?  How does it impact his relationship with Henrietta?

· Why is it so important to the emotional development of the plot that Miles be forced to repudiate his relationship with Richard?

· Is Lord Vaughn good or evil?  How does the snake imagery and his recitation of “Paradise Lost” affect your perception of him?

· Who did you think the Black Tulip might be?  Why?

· At the end of the book, Henrietta tells Lord Vaughn that what he needs is not a Beatrice but a Boadicea.  What does Henrietta mean by this?  And do you agree with her?

· How do the codebook excerpts at the start of each chapter color your perception of the action?  

· How would you explain Colin’s behavior to Eloise?  Is there subtext there for her to read into, or is she constructing a relationship in her own head?

· How do Eloise’s interactions with Colin contrast with Henrietta and Miles’ story?  Do the modern and historical characters play off one another?

